
Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 2H 

Optional Honors English II Summer Assignment – Exploring Worlds and Cultures 

*You will receive an extra credit TEST grade for the assignment.* 

Read one (1) work of your choice from the list below. 

You must complete the following assignments. This work must be typed, double spaced, and all 
assignments must be submitted as a complete packet (no folders or page protectors please). Pay 
careful attention to directions.   

ANY TYPE OF CHEATING AND/OR PLAGIARIASM WILL RESULT IN NO CREDIT EARNED! 

1) Constructed Response 

Notes should be taken on theme, character, and important events. It may be beneficial to keep a dictionary with you 
while you read to decode words. The constructed response must be about an identified theme and how it relates to 
world culture.  

• A claim that identifies the connection between the text and culture.  
• At least four pieces of quoted evidence, correctly cited.  
• An explanation that follows each piece of evidence. The explanation should CLEARLY explain 
 HOW the evidence proves the connection (claim) 
• Length: 500 words minimum - See typing requirements below. 

 
2) Title Page 
Design a neat, creative, and colorful title page. Do not just print the cover of the book. Perhaps you will design a 
new cover or illustrate an important passage. I do not expect great artwork, but I do expect your work to show time 
and effort. Your title page must include: 

• Your Name 
• Class Name 
• Teacher’s Name 
• Date 
• Colorful artwork that illustrates some aspect of the book 

 
Your work must be typed, Times New Roman font, with 1.5 spacing.  
 
Evaluation criteria: 
Constructed Response        -80 points total 
 Clear, insightful claim       (20 points) 
 4 correctly cited and fully explained pieces of evidence   (40 points) 
 Few, if any, grammar/mechanic errors     (20 points) 
 
Title Page         -20 points 

 

This assignment must be turned in by the 2nd day of school in order 
to receive an extra credit test grade! No extensions will be allowed.  

 

GOOD LUCK, GOOD READING, AND ENJOY YOUR SUMMER  

 

 



Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 2H 

 
1) Copper Sun by Sharon Drayton 

This book is the epic story of a young girl torn from her African village, sold into slavery, and stripped of 
everything she has ever known—except hope. 

2) Enrique’s Journey, Sonia Nazario * 
Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his mother, eleven 
years after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the United States. Braving 
unimaginable peril, often clinging to the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique travels through hostile 
worlds full of thugs, bandits, and corrupt cops. But he pushes forward, relying on his wit, courage, hope, 
and the kindness of strangers. 

 
3) I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai * 

"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was   
 just after midday." 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she 
was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding 
the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead,  Malala's miraculous recovery has 
taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United 
Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest 
nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one 
person's voice to inspire change in the world. 

 
4) Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of 
his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner transports readers to 
Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is 
also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 
exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 
5) Norse Mythology, Neil Gaiman 

From the birth of the universe to the Twilight of the Gods, NORSE MYTHOLOGY casts a new light on 
the stories told by the ancient Norsemen. The reader learns how Odin, the king of the gods, lost his eye 
and where it went, how the trickster Loki nearly lost the sun and the moon to a giant in disguise, how 
Thor visited the Land of the Giants. Each tale, however, is another step closer to Ragnarok, when the 
gods will fall in a colossal final battle. 

 


